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Biographies of AATA’s Nominees for 2018 are in alphabetical order

Ahmed Idrissi Alami, Ph.D
He holds a PhD in Comparative Literature from Indiana University, Bloomington. An associate
professor of Arabic and Comparative Literature and director of the Arabic Program in the School
of Languages and Cultures, Purdue University. His research explores the cultural identity,
migration, and constructions of Arab/Muslim subjectivities through North African, Middle
Eastern and Arab diasporic cultural expressions and travelogues. He also examines Arabic
language and identity, relationship between linguistic and cultural competencies, issues of
Islam, modernity and reform within a global context. He published a book Mutual Othering:
Islam, Modernity, and the Politics of Cross-Cultural Encounters in Pre-Colonial Moroccan and
European Travel Writing (Albany: SUNY Press, 2013), and articles in Journal of North African
Studies, Journal of Contemporary Thought, Middle Eastern Literatures and South Central
Review. Currently, he is exploring the Arab-Muslim legacy through transatlantic discourse and
culture, Arab and Muslim diasporic narratives, and nation and nationalism in Arabic literature
and culture. He is a member of AATA, MESA, Modern Language Association, American
Comparative Literature Association; on the Executive Committee of Global Arab and Arab-
American Literature Forum; and serves on the Editorial Boards of Al ’Arabiyya, (AATA), and
Ikhtilaf, Journal of Critical Humanities and Social Sciences.
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Olla Najah Al-Shalchi, Ph.D

She received her BA from the University of Texas, MA in teaching Arabic as a foreign language
from the American University of Cairo, and Ph.D. in Instructional Design and Technology from
Old Dominion University. She is currently working towards becoming a certified ACTFL OPI
tester. She has taught a variety of Arabic courses including first, second and third year Arabic,
Arabic Literature in Translation, Iragi Arabic Dialect, and Arab Culture. Presently she is
teaching at the University of Texas at Austin and serves as coordinator of the language classes.
Before joining the University of Texas, she taught at Smith College, Williams College, the
American University of Cairo, Middlebury College, the College of William and Mary, and
George Washington University. Her research interests include language pedagogy, the use of
technology in the classroom, material development, learning strategies, and the cognitive load
effect on learners with varying knowledge backgrounds. She has published an article about
effective online learning and has published several works of poetry. She served as the Treasurer
for the Virginia Association of Teachers of Arabic from 2012-2013.
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Mahmoud Amer, PhD

He is associate professor of Arabic at West Chester University, Pennsylvania. He has taught
Arabic in the US since 2002, and recently established an Arabic program with a minor in Arabic
at WCU. Despite budget cuts and declining funding, he made the Arabic program grow at WCU.
His research interests include technology in language teaching and learning, language learning
analytics, and mobile applications for learning Arabic. Dr. Ameris an Adobe® Certified
Expert®, a CompTIA® Certified Technical Trainer (CTT++), and has expertise and special
interest in leveraging emerging technology (mobile devices and wearables) in language learning.
Dr. Amer published peer-reviewed articles, most recently in the CALICO (The Computer
Assisted Language Instruction Consortium) journal. He has also authored courseware and
several award-winning programs for learners of Arabic, including a mobile application and an
in-house computer program to support his students of Arabic. As a proud member of the AATA,
Dr. Amer is committed to teaching Arabic culture and language, and insists on students’
participation in activities to enhance and deepen their appreciation of Arabic culture by inviting
and driving students to cultural events, including a trip to attend a performance by Marcel
Khalifa.
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Ikram Estefan Easton
She teaches Arabic at Boston College and serves as curriculum director for the Center for
Arabic Culture in Boston. An advocate of integrating technology in language classrooms, she
believes that Arabic teachers should learn about the latest web tools and acquire the
technology skills to challenge 21% century students. Through UNC-Chapel Hill and Learn-
NC, she designed and developed the first Arabic online course for high school students. She is
an ACTF certified online Arabic instructor. At North Carolina Virtual Public Schools, Ikram
teaches Arabic online and serves as Instructional Leader, Curriculum Developer, and Content
Reviewer. A native of Syria, Ikram earned a BA from Tishreen University in Arabic
Translation and English Literature; BS and MS from Indiana University in English, Second
Language Acquisition and World Civilizations. She is also a licensed K-12 Arabic and ESL
teacher with 21 years of teaching experience. In 2005, she started the first public school
Arabic program in lowa with four levels of Arabic courses including Middle East culture. In
2006, she received the Belin-Blank Excellence in Teaching Award from The University of
lowa. Ikram also serves as the primary translator for the ACT Michigan Merit Examination
and the Michigan Educational Assessment Program.
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Adil Elkhiyari

Adil Elkhiyari is the Director and co-founder of Qalam wa-Lawh, a leading US based institution
(and a proud institutional member of AATA since 2009), dedicated to teaching Arabic as a
foreign language, with two active schools located in Morocco. During the past decade, Mr.
Elkhiyari has managed a team of Arabic teachers to offer immersion Arabic programs to over a
thousand students per year from US and European colleges and universities. He is a professional
language tester and an active promoter of the use of sensible technology in Arabic teaching and
learning. Mr. Elkhiyari holds a B.S. Degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of
District of Columbia in Washington DC. Before joining Qalam wa-Lawh, he served as a
solution architect and IT trainer for technology firms in the United States. He has successfully
implemented solutions in the fields of curriculum development and language assessment and
presented several panels in and outside the United States. As a member of the AATA board, he
plans to utilize his background in Arabic language training and technology to assist in
implementing solutions to facilitate teaching Arabic and to make learning Arabic more widely
accessible.
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Abdulkareem Said Ramadan Ph.D.

He is an assistant professor at Gettysburg College, PA. He earned his BA in Arabic Language
and Literature, MA in Arabic Syntax and Morphology, and Ph.D. in Arabic and Applied
Linguistics from the University of Damascus, Syria. His dissertation examines language
proficiency among students studying Arabic as a foreign language and methods of measuring
and improving proficiency. He has taught language and content courses at all levels including:
Teaching Arabic as a Second Language, Advanced Arabic Conversation and Composition,
Arabic Grammar and Composition, Introduction to Arab Culture, and Arab Film. He has
published on language proficiency, testing language proficiency, Arabic literary criticism,
language assessment, and language acquisition. His textbook Abjad Hawaz for Beginners was
published at The Arabic Language Centre, University of Damascus. In Damascus, he
coordinated the Arabic program at the Arabic Language Center and taught Arabic at the French
Institute. Prior to joining Gettysburg College, he taught at Washington University in St. Louis
and the University of Virginia, where he coordinated the Arabic program. His research interests
include Arabic Linguistics, Arabic Syntax and Morphology, Applied Linguistics and Foreign
Language education. He is a member of ACTFL, AATA, and the Northeast Conference on the

Teaching of Foreign Languages (NCTFL).
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Ballot Casting

Following your examination of the above Biographies of the Nominees, please

1) Vote for ONLY THREE members on the slate that AATA’s Business office will send you
2) Submit your ballot no later than March 15, 2018 at midnight, and the names of the three

with the most votes will be announced shortly thereafter and they will serve on the
Executive Board starting this month.



